
Alcohol is an obstacle for family lives and community communication 

 

 
 

Mr. Rem Thorn, 57 years old, a farmer, living Prey Totoeng Village, Baydamram 

Commune, Banorn District, Battambang Province. His wife is Ms. Chhoub Savoeurng, 54 

years old. She is a village chief member. There are five family members including two 

daughters and one son. His youngest daughter is studying at grade 9. But other two children 

were dropped out the school because of they had to find jobs to help and support their 

family’s living condition. 

 

His family had faced many problems. Instead, Mr. Thorn drank alcohol the most every day 

and sometime he had without food a whole day. As average, per day he was spent 4000 riel (1 

USD) to 5000 riel (1.25 USD) for alcohol drinking. Many times later, he got sickness. His 

body was much energy and cadaverous. Every month was spent at least 12,000 riel (3 USD) 

to 20,000 riel (5 USD) for buying the medicine. He continued that “each time, when I got 

drunk I always shouted louder and made conflict with his wife or children.” His health and 

family lives were fallen every day. His family was not respected or shown regard toward from 

the neighbors. His daughter and son were ashamed and they decided to drop out from school. 

They also had illegal migration to Thailand for finding the job.  

 

When after, he was much understands about the harmful use of alcohol because he 

participated three times with community and local authority activities. At the same time, 

doctor had given advice to him to quit alcohol consumption. His wife and children also asked 

him to quit alcohol. Thus, he decided to quit alcohol because he thought that alcohol really 

impacted to his health and family’s living condition.  

 

In September 2014, he completely quitted alcohol consumption. He has had better health and 

stronger. The expenditure for health treatment is less than before. He could work for family as 

before he always spent much time and money for alcohol drinking. Beside of farming, he now 

is growing vegetables and raising cows to earn more money to support his family lives and 

child to school. The earning of growing vegetables is 8,000 riel (2 USD) to 15,000 riel (3.75 

USD) per day, calculated as average. His family members are much pleasured with him. 

Moreover, the neighbors in the community have shown regard to his family again.  

 


